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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM QUAKERS IN SCOTLAND  

This submission comes from The Religious Society of Friends, Quakers in Scotland.  

Quakerisim was established in 1652, and there are currently nearly 40 Quaker meetings 

throughout Scotland.  Quakers have long held a testimony to the equality of all people, 

believing that there is that of God in every person no matter what their age.  We believe that 

families are learning communities where children learn skills and values from adults, and 

adults can learn to see things through new eyes. 

Quakers have a long history of being involved in peace making in many countries around 

the world and our experience has shown that violence only creates more violence. 

In forming this submission we consulted with Quaker across Scotland of all ages, some 

have replied as individuals and others have replied as a meeting.   

 Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents or carers? It will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable 
chastisement. Please provide an explanation for your response. What groups 
would be impacted by the change (for example, parents, children, public 
services, the legal profession, etc)? 
 
Responses from Quakers in Scotland show an overwhelming positive attitude 
towards the aims of the bill and an abolishment of the “reasonable chastisement” 
defence. 
 
One young Quaker commented they felt his parents had brought him up well without 
using physical force as a corrective measure.  They continued… 
 
“I feel strongly that it is not right to hit anyone. People should be able to/ or be taught 
to manage their emotions without hitting out. I feel people who are vulnerable will be 
more protected if this occurs. I feel everyone deserves the right to feel safe and not 
be hurt.” 
 
One Quaker meeting commented that they felt that the physical punishment of 
children and young people is part of a “toxic environment”.  They were especially 
concerned at a continual acceptance of the physical punishment of children when 
there are rising mental health concerns for many young people in Scotland. 
 

 Do you see any additional impact on groups with protected characteristics? 
 

One Quaker raised concerns about parents and carers who may be dealing with 

children who for a variety of reasons may have challenging behaviors.  She felt that 

parents and carers who are dealing with very stressful situation could be possibly be 
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stigmatized rather than supported by the Bill, and wished to see this taken into 

account during consideration. 

 

 Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the approach taken 
in the Bill that should be considered? 
- 

 Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you as 
an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting information.  

 

We currently do not believe the bill will result in any resource implications. 

 Please tell us about any other comments you feel are relevant to the Bill. 
 

Quakers believe that non-violence is something that needs to practice throughout a 

lifetime, and that the grounding for a non-violent life starts in childhood.  We 

therefore welcome this positive move towards Scotland becoming a more non-violent 

nation.  However, we also feel that a law alone is not enough, and that to create 

lasting cultural change education, training, support and compassion needs to be 

offered to those who struggle to meet the requirements of the Bill. 

We also believe strongly that smacking is not the only form of violence children 

experience.  One can be violent towards a child through pinching, arm or ear 

twisting, swearing, aggressive gestures, overly harsh criticism, threats, public 

humiliation, the silent treatment or withholding of affection.  Being on the receiving 

end of these behaviours can be just, if not more so, detrimental to a child’s wellbeing 

and future.  We welcome the bill as a good first step on reducing violence against 

children.  However we would also caution that the aim of eradicating violence against 

children will need more work over a long time scale to achieve.  We wish the Scottish 

Parliament the best in this work, and will assist however we can. 

 

 

 

 


